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ENC 1101 Course Description 
 

Prerequisite: None. 
 
Course Description:  

world. By examining writing as an object of study, the ENC 1101 curriculum invites 
students to understand their writing as situated within academic, professional, civic, and 
personal contexts and to develop their identities and abilities as writers across these 
settings. The reading and writing tasks featured in ENC 1101 such as analyses of 
writing processes and practices, patterns of literacy sponsorship, and conceptions of 
writing provide the frameworks students will use to explore the writing they do 
throughout their lives, how it is accomplished, and the various roles and functions it 
serves. In addition to helping students interrogate and expand their understanding of 
writing and writers, these frameworks will allow students to continually adapt their 
writing-
throughout college and beyond. 
 
ENC 1101 immerses students in the work of: 

 Understanding writing as a continual process of making meaning. 
 Applying concepts from writing studies to recognize the richly literate lives they 

lead and the wealth of writing-related knowledge they already possess. 
 Deepening and expanding their ideas about writing and the work it does in the 

world. 
 Navigating the complex texts emerging from the scholarship on writing, rhetoric, 

and language. 
 Analyzing their identities as writers and the processes, practices, and 

technologies they use for writing in their academic, professional, civic, and 
personal lives. 

 Participating in writing as a social activity through reading, collaboration, peer 
review, and other forms of feedback. 

 Assembling a portfolio that showcases both writing processes and products from 
a variety of genres and that demonstrates writing development throughout the 
semester. 

 
The four learning outcomes listed below guide what students actually do in ENC 1101. 
These outcomes represent the knowledge and abilities students should expect to 
acquire throughout the semester. 
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Course Learning Goals 
Outcome 1: Students will be able to read and use scholarly texts to support their writing 
goals. 
Outcome 2: Students will be able to describe and analyze writing processes in order to 
flexibly adapt them to support their goals. 
Outcome 3: Students will learn how to adapt to different writing contexts they need to 
address. 
Outcome 4: Students will consider how social, rhetorical, and technological contexts 
shape writing conceptions, processes, rules, and learning. 
 

1 possible pathways to these 
outcomes. 

 
 

Required Materials 
Required Texts 
Looker-Koenigs, Samantha. Language Diversity and Academic Writing. Macmillan,  

2018. 
Lunsford, Andrea A. Easy Writer. Sixth ed. Macmillan, 2016. 
Wardle, Elizabeth, and Doug Downs. Writing about Writing: A College Reader. Third  

Edition, Bedford/St.  
 
Additional Course Readings: Supplemental readings may be posted to our 
Webcourses page throughout the semester. The days we will read works posted to 
Webcourses are noted on our course calendar. If a reading is not directly linked on 
Webcourses, you are responsible for locating that reading. If you cannot locate it, 
please see me so we can figure it out together. 
 
Additional Materials: You may need the following materials for this course, though not 
all of them will be required every day: Pen/pencil, a notebook, and access to the 
Internet, potentially a trifold poster board should you choose not to use a digital 
presentation visual aid during your final presentation. You may also want a flash drive to 
save your class work to, but again, this is not required. 
 

 

Policies 
Attendance Policy: Attending every class meeting is highly encouraged. Because 
writing is a collaborative activity informed by the community, many of our learning 
activities will require your presence in class. Attendance is not graded, but participation 
is. 
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Religious Observances: 
Students must notify their instructor in advance if they intend to miss class for a 
religious observance. For more information, see the UCF policy at 
http://regulations.ucf.edu/chapter5/documents/5.020ReligiousObservancesFINALOct17.
pdf. 
 
Deployed Active Duty Military Students: 
Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and 
require accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the 
semester begins and/or after they receive notification of deployment to make related 
arrangements. 
 
Gordon Rule: 
ENC 1101 is a Gordon Rule course. You must earn at least a C- or higher in order to 
fulfill the university and state GEP requirements. Because ENC 1101 is a Gordon Rule 
course, you must complete at least four major writing assignments throughout the 
semester. You must turn in ALL major writing assignments to pass this course. 
 
Accessibility Statement: 
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all 
persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-related access in 
this course should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also 
connect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) (http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/, Ferrell 
Commons 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone 407-823-2371). Through Student Accessibility 
Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which 
informs faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be reasonable. 
Determining reasonable access and accommodations requires consideration of the 
course design, course learning objectives and the individual academic and course 
barriers experienced by the student. 
 

 
As of Fall 2014, all faculty members are required to document students' academic 
activity at the beginning of each course. In order to document that you began this 

s site 
by the end of the first week of classes, or as soon as possible after adding the course. 
Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid. 
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Diversity and Inclusion Statement: 
The University of Central Florida considers the diversity of its students, faculty, and staff 
to be a strength and critical to its educational mission. UCF expects every member of 
the university community to contribute to an inclusive and respectful culture for all in its 
classrooms, work environments, and at campus events. Dimensions of diversity can 
include sex, race, age, national origin, ethnicity, gender identity and expression, 
intellectual and physical ability, sexual orientation, income, faith and non-faith 
perspectives, socio-economic class, political ideology, education, primary language, 
family status, military experience, cognitive style, and communication style. The 
individual intersection of these experiences and characteristics must be valued in our 
community. 
 
Title IX prohibits sex discrimination, including sexual misconduct, sexual violence, 
sexual harassment, and retaliation. If you or someone you know has been harassed or 
assaulted, you can find resources available to support the victim, including confidential 
resources and information concerning reporting options 
at www.shield.ucf.edu and http://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/. 
 
If there are aspects of the design, instruction, and/or experiences within this course that 
result in barriers to your inclusion or accurate assessment of achievement, please notify 
the instructor as soon as possible and/or contact Student Accessibility Services. 
 
Title IX / Sexual Harassment Policy: 
Title IX makes it clear that violence and harassment based on sex that interferes with 
educational opportunities is an offense subject to the same penalties as offenses based 
on other protected categories such as race, national origin, etc. Perpetrators are subject 
to expulsion or termination and may also be subject to criminal penalties. If you or 
someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you can find resources available 
to support the victim, including confidential resources, and information concerning 
reporting options at shield.ucf.edu.   
 
Campus Safety Statement: 
Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class, everyone needs 
to work together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with some 
basic safety and security concepts. 

 In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance. Be sure to mention that you are 
 

 Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall 
near the door. 
review the online version at http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html. 
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 Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and 
have a plan for finding safety in case of an emergency. 

 If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a 
first-aid kit or AED (Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are 
located, see http://www.ehs.ucf.edu/AEDlocations-UCF. 

 To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive 
UCF text alerts by going to https://my.ucf.edu and l

-mail address, cell phone number, 
 

 Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with 
their instructors outside of class. 

 
Technology in the Classroom Policy: There should be no texting or calling in class. 
Using your phone or laptop to complete class activities is accepted and encouraged as 

. 
 
Electronic Communication Policy:  Feel free to use my UCF email address 
(emily.hensley@ucf.edu) or the messaging capabilities of Webcourses for questions but 
understand that I may need up to 24 hours to respond during the week and up to 48 
hours during the weekend (from Friday evening to Monday morning). In your 
emails/Webcourses messages, use professional e-mail etiquette. That is, address me 
as Ms. Hensley, be concise, use full sentences, and always sign your emails with your 
name.  
 

 Be sure to check Webcourses often for course-related announcements.  
 

UCF Cares: During your UCF career, you may experience challenges including 
struggles with academics, finances, or your personal well-being. UCF has a multitude of 
resources available to all students. Please visit UCFCares.com if you are seeking 
resources and support, or if you are worried about a friend or classmate. Free services 
and information are included for a variety of student concerns, including but not limited 
to alcohol use, bias incidents, mental health concerns, and financial challenges. You 
can also e-mail ucfcares@ucf.edu with questions or for additional assistance. You can 
reach a UCF Cares staff member between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. by calling 407-823-5607. If 
you are in immediate distress, please call Counseling and Psychological Services to 
speak directly with a counselor 24/7 at 407-823-2811, or please call 911. 
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University Writing Center: The UWC is a resource free for all UCF students. At the 
UWC, a qualified writing consultant will work individually with students on any written 
work (class assignment or not) at any point in the writing process, from brainstorming to 
editing. Appointments are recommended but not required. Please keep in mind that the 
UWC is a very busy place and only gets busier as the semester continues, so you 
should schedule your writing center sessions in advance at uwc.cah.ucf.edu, by calling 
407-823-2197, or by visiting the UWC front desk in Trevor Colbourn Hall 109. 
 
Third-Party Software and FERPA: During this course you might have the opportunity 
to use public online services and/or software applications sometimes called third-party 
software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these could be required assignments, 
you need not make any personally identifying information on a public site. Do not post 
or provide any private information about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate 
you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted publicly 
may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to 
disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about 
this, please contact your instructor. 
 

Ethics and Academic Dishonesty 
Plagiarism: The Department of Writing & Rhetoric has adopted the definition of 
plagiarism In an 
instructional setting, plagiarism occurs when a 
language, ideas, or other original (not common-knowledge) material without 
acknowledging its source. This definition applies to texts published in print or on-line, to 
manuscripts, and to the work of other student wr  
 
Misuse of sources: The WPA (and the Department of Writing & Rhetoric) distinguish 
plagiarism from misuse of sources
and credit his or her source, but who misuses a specific citation format or incorrectly 
uses quotation marks or other forms of identifying material taken from other sources, 
has not plagiarized. Instead, such a student should be considered to have failed to cite 

 
 
Consequences of academic dishonesty: Writing & Rhetoric takes plagiarism and 
other forms of academic dishonesty seriously and responds in accordance with UCF 
policy. Plagiarizing or cheating or assisting another student who plagiarizes or 
cheats may result in a failing grade on an assignment or for the entire course; a report 

dishonesty on your transcript.  
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Important Dates 
University Dates 
Fall 2018 Drop/ Swap deadline: Thursday, August 23, 2018, 11:59 PM 
Fall 2018 Last Day to Drop and Request Full Refund: Thursday, August 23, 2018 
Fall 2018 Add deadline: Friday, August 24, 2018, 11:59 PM 
Fall 2018 Withdrawal deadline: Friday, October 26, 2018, 11:59 PM 
 
Monday, September 3, 2018: Labor Day (NO CLASS) 
Monday, November 12, 2018: Veterans Day (NO CLASS) 
Thursday, November 22  Saturday, November 24, 2018: Thanksgiving Break (NO 
CLASS) 
 
Final exam date and time for this course: https://exams.sdes.ucf.edu/2018/fall 
 
Due dates for final drafts of all major assignments: 
Essay 1  Discourse Community Essay: Wednesday, September 21 
 Essay 2  Circulation Report: Monday, October 29 
Essay 3  -Portrait: Monday, November 19 
Final Portfolio, Remediation, and Reflections: Due at the beginning of your finals period 
Presentation: Delivered during finals period (https://exams.sdes.ucf.edu/2018/fall) 
 

Grading 
Grading Distribution:      Grading Scale: 

  
 
 
 

*All items marked with an asterisk must be completed to pass the course. 
 

A 94 - 100% 
A- 90  93.99% 
B+ 87  89.99% 
B 84  86.99% 
B- 80  83.99% 
C+ 77  79.99% 
C 74  76.99% 
C- 70  73.99% 
F Below 70% 
NC No Credit 

Assignment Worth (%) 
Essay 1: Discourse Community 
Essay* 

10% 

Essay 2: Circulation Report* 15% 
Self-Portrait* 20% 

Final Portfolio, Remediation, and 
Reflections* 

30% 

Presentation 5% 
Participation (in-class discussions, 
in-class writings, peer reviews, 
workshops, conferences) 

10% 

Informal Writings 10% 
Total 100% 
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Note on D, NC, and I Grades in ENC 1101: Ds can be given for assignments, but Ds 
cannot be given for a course grade in ENC 1101. The grade of NC (no credit) can be 

time and attended class regularly but was unable to write at a level appropriate for ENC 
1101. No I grades (Incompletes) can be received for ENC 1101. 
 
Course Calendar Notice: Please note that our schedule of readings/assignment due 
dates may change somewhat during the semester, and you will be notified of any 
changes in class and via Webcourses announcements and messages. 

 
Assignments 

Make-up/Late Work Policy: While it is in your best interest to keep on top of the 
schedule and submit assignments on their due dates, I understand that things happen 
sometimes that we cannot control. In-class assignments, such as discussions and free 
writes, cannot be made up for credit. Additionally, I generally do not accept late 
submissions for major assignments except under extenuating circumstances. In the 
case that something major happens and you are unable to submit an assignment on 
time, please discuss this with me prior to the late submission if possible. If you submit a 
major assignment late without discussing why with me, you will still receive feedback on 
that assignment, but you will have earned Please note that the final 
presentation can only be submitted/given during our final time slot. Absolutely no late 
submissions will be accepted for the final presentation or the final 
portfolio/remediation/reflections. 
 
Note on making up work missed when representing the university: Students who 
represent the university in an authorized event or activity (for example, student-athletes) 
and who are unable to meet a course deadline due to a conflict with that event must 
provide the instructor with documentation in advance to arrange a make-up. No penalty 
will be applied. For more information, see the UCF policy at 
http://policies.ucf.edu/documents/4-
401.1MakeupAssignmentsForAuthorizedUniversityEventsOrCocurricularActivities.pdf. 
 
Daily Assignments: You are expected to come to class fully prepared each day. That 

s readings and any daily assignments 
before class that day. Whenever we have reading assignments, you should bring 
those readings to class that day in either a printed or digital form. If they are in one 
of our books, please bring that book to class with you. If they are posted to 
Webcourses, bring a printed or an electronic copy to class. Readings should be 
annotated before class. 
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Informal Writing Assignments: Each informal writing assignment will be based 

each one is worth 1% of your final grade (for a total of 10% of your grade from 
informal writing assignments). All informal writing assignments will be short and 
will be due by class time on the day they are listed, unless otherwise noted on 
Webcourses. They are designed to help you process some information for class 
before class time, so you should submit your informal writing responses to 
Webcourses and bring them to class (electronically is fine). 
 
Participation: Participation points can be earned each day you attend class. 
They will be calculated based upon your completion of in-class writing and other 
in-class activities, as well as your participation in peer reviews, workshops, and 
sometimes in-class discussions. 

 
Major Writing Assignments: Again, because this class is a Gordon Rule course, you 
must turn in all major writing assignments to pass this class and receive the credits. If 
you choose to complete a traditional written essay for your major assignments, major 
writing assignments should be submitted via Webcourses as PDFs, .doc, or .docx files 
by class time on their due dates. If you choose another format (such as a website or 
video), it should still be submitted to Webcourses by class time on the due date, but 
please discuss the submission of that assignment with me prior to the due date if you 
are unsure of how to submit it. 
  

Discourse Community Essay: In your first major assignment, you will examine 
a discourse community to which you belong, identifying important aspects of that 
community, such as the important texts in the community, any community-
specific vernacular or vocabulary, and anyone who may have acted as a literacy 
sponsor for you as you joined that community. (Due Wednesday, September 21) 

 
Circulation Report: In your second major assignment, you will choose a meme 
or some other internet artifact and trace its circulation across the web, identifying 
important steps in its circulation like the first identifiable instance of it and the 
most recent instance, and analyzing how and why the meme/artifact may have 
gained popularity when it did. (Due Monday, October 29) 

 
-Portrait: In your third major assignment, you will focus on your 

writing and yourself as a writer from the beginning of the semester to the writing 
of this essay. The goal here is to better understand yourself and your writing 
process in the context of what we have learned throughout the semester. This 
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assignment will also help you prepare for crafting your final portfolio, remediation, 
and reflections. (Due Monday, November 19) 

 
Final Portfolio, Remediation, & Reflections: At the end of the semester, you 
will turn in a final portfolio, a remediation (i.e., a reimagining of the essay in a 
different medium) of a previous essay, and a final course reflection letter. The 
portfolio will include all of the writing done throughout the semester as well as 
revised drafts of your major assignments 
essays. It will also include your final reflection letter, focused on your growth as a 
writer/research/communicator throughout the semester and your assessment of 
your achievement of the course outcomes (see below), as well as smaller 
reflections that accompany each piece of writing, which you will write throughout 
the semester. 

 
Presentation: During our final exam period (find it here: 
https://exams.sdes.ucf.edu/2018/fall), you will present your remediated essay, 
explaining the rhetorical choices you made as you adapted your final draft to 
another medium. 

**Note about keeping up: Because each assignment must be completed to pass this 
course and all drafts of any essay must be included in your final portfolio, you should 
complete these assignments as they occur. Additionally
in-class discussion, in-class writings, presentations, group work, or other in-class 
activities as they will and will need to be completed 
alongside your classmates.  

Publication and Public Presentation Opportunity: 
The Department of Writing and Rhetoric publishes a journal for outstanding writing 
produced by Composition students called Stylus. We will look at some of the student 
work published in Stylus as you work on your inquiry projects this semester. You should 
also consider submitting your own work for publication. Students published in Stylus 
become eligible for the President John C. Prize for Excellence in First-Year Writing, a 
$450 book scholarship awarded annually. To submit your work, simply email your essay 
to me as a Microsoft Word- see 
previous issues and learn more information, visit the Stylus website at 
http://writingandrhetoric.cah.ucf.edu/stylus/ 

I also strongly encourage you to submit your work for presentation in U
Undergraduate Research Excellence poster showcase. For more information about this, 
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https://www.showcase.ucf.edu/. Please feel free to see me to 
discuss this opportunity throughout the semester. 

 

Outcomes Statement for ENC 1101 
Outcome 1: Students will be able to read and use scholarly texts to support their 
writing goals. 

Possible pathways for demonstrating this outcome include: 

 The writer demonstrating an understanding of key readings by using terms, 
concepts, and arguments from scholarly texts correctly. 

 The writer referencing scholarly texts in strategic ways to support writing goals. 
This might include summarizing, paraphrasing, or quoting. 

 The writer applying concepts from scholarly texts in order to consider, analyze, 
and learn more about their own experiences and examples. 

 The writer reflecting on useful strategies for reading difficult texts. 

 The writer identifying and explaining the rhetorical moves common to academic, 
scholarly texts (e.g. creation of a research space, references to prior research, 
explanation of methodology). 

Outcome 2: Students will be able to describe and analyze writing processes in 
order to flexibly adapt them to support their goals. 

Possible pathways for demonstrating this outcome include: 

 The writer using acquired vocabulary to talk about writing processes, including 
terms like incubation, recursiveness, invention, and revision. 

 The writer describing and evaluating their own writing processes. 

 The writer investigating and evaluating the writing process of at least one other 
individual. 

 The writer demonstrating substantial and successful revision by creating 
successive drafts that show global improvement and/or respond to substantive 
issues raised by instructor and peer feedback. 

 The writer reflecting on their writing processes over time to making claims about 
learning. 

Outcome 3: Students will learn how to adapt to different writing contexts they 
need to address. 
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Possible pathways for demonstrating this outcome include: 

 The writer using acquired vocabulary to discuss writing contexts, including terms 
like rhetorical situation, discourse community, exigence, and lexis. 

 The writer analyzing at least one writing context. 

 The writer employing style, tone, conventions, and technologies appropriate to 
the demands of at least one particular genre and situation. 

 The writer articulating and assessing the effects of their writing choices on their 
audiences. 

 The writer making claims about their ability to adapt to specific writing contexts 
by reflecting on their own writing products. 

Outcome 4: Students will consider how social, rhetorical, and technological 
contexts shape writing conceptions, processes, rules, and learning. 

Possible pathways for demonstrating this outcome include: 

 The writer employing acquired vocabulary to discuss how language mediates a 

and literacy. 

 The writer identifying and analyzing at least one specific genre and how it is 
shaped by the particular social and rhetorical context in which it operates. 

 The writer analyzing the constructedness of writing conceptions and rules in light 
of the varying social and rhetorical contexts of academic, professional, civic, 
and/or personal writing situations. 

 The writer evaluating their own conceptions of writing in light of learning in the 
course. 


